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SRI^SWACCHANDA^TANTRAM, 


PREFACB... 

The present edition of the Swacchanda-Tantram'* 
with the “ Uddyota ” is based on collation of the 
following mannseripts;— 

A , — Belongs to Pandita Raja Ram S'astri, late 
Principal of the Rajakiya Pfithas'ala, Srinagar. The 
Ms. is an old one and written out on old Kashmiri 
paper in Sttrada character. It is generally correct. 
A copy of the same by Pandita Sridhara Gadaroo, who 
formerly worked in this office, lies in the Library of 
this Department. 

S._-This was written out by Rajanaka Ratna- 
kantha in 1608 Anno S'aka as is manifest from the 
colophons of the first PaLala. It is very old and 
belongs to Pandita Kantha Kaula Sahib of Puriishayar, 
Srinagar, Kashmir, Character, old S'arada. Paper, 

1. The Honourable Sir John Woodroffe of the 
Calcutta High Court was found by my predecessor to use 
the edition of this book prepared by this Department, and 
Pandita Hara Bhatta, a Pandita of this Department, was 
suspected to have given him assistance by way of supplying 
him with the edited text of this Department. But the 
Home Minister, Jammu and Kashmir State, after institut- 
ing full enquiries in the matter, dropped it for reasons on 
record in this office. 

2. The colophon runs thus— ^ 

^ 5 

been copied by me Ratna Kap^lia in 1G08 S^&ka year, 
corresponding to the Laukika year 4762,” 



jj PBEFACi:. 

Easlimiit. Leaves, worm-eaten and repaired here and 
there The Ms. is hound in leather and carefully 
preserved. Slips of pen ate oceasionally met with 
'herein. ' ■ ■ 

0.— This Ms. belongs to Pandita Lasa Dntta of 
Srina-rar. It is written out on Kashmir! paper in 
S'arada character. It does not seem to be veiy 
old and there arc some mistakes sparsely fonncl in 
the book. 

In preparing this Tantram for the press the Pamlits 
of this Department have, as usual, contributed their 
mite to make the edition really useful and interesting 
by their learned labour and scholarly help for the 
Sanskrit knowing public, especially for those who are 
keenly interested in the Tantnk lore. For this they 
deserve my heartfelt thanks. The English staff to© 
has similarly won my thanks as it has in evmy way 
facilitated the preparation of the book for the ...Press, 


Srinagar, Kmr. 1 
fil'd Nov. IQ20. } 


MADHU SD DAN K AUL, 


SR1=SWACCHANDA-TANTRAM, 



INTRODUCTION, 


Introductory. 

The Swacchanda-Tantram is one of the leading 
Tantras of the Dakshina-chara as it panegj'rises and 
initiates into the secret worship of Aghora^ the Right 
mouth of the Swacchanda-Bhairava.'^ Unlike Mrgendra 
& Matanga, Tantras of the DalcahindcMm where the 
doctrines discussed are understood to represent the 
dualistic sdiool of philosophy, the Swacchanda-Tantm 
adheres to the purely monistic side or the Adwaita 
System of the Saiva Philosophy and is considered to be 
one of the best authorities on the Saivaistic Initiation 
or Sim Dihshd, its cheif theme being meditation 
( lTi->dsand) and ritual (Kriyd). The very names of the 
book indicates its inborn tendency towards the pure 
monism which, to distinguish it from other systems of 
philosophy, may safely be designated as the Trika 
system of Kashmir. 


1 Stvaeehanda-Bhairava ia represented as having the 
fi’se faces Is'dna, Tatpuruska, SadyojdtOn Vttmadem, d: 
Aghora, (respectively representing, in name, U'rdhva Yakiraj 
P'iirm VaJctra, Pas'chima Valciray Bakshiria Vaktra, & Vdma 
VaJelra ) •which are the symbols of His fivefold glory i, e» 
Chitf A'nanda^ Icchd, JMna t& Kriyd. The same divine 
faces are said to he the five respective sources of 
mndya, Pilrvdmndyn, Pas'cMmdmndya>i jDak$hindm‘)^dya d: 
Ydmdmndya, 

2 Swacchanda is synonymous -with Simtantra or one 
possessed of Swdtantrya or Free WMh the keynote of the 
^Kashmir S'aivaisra. 
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Trika System. 

The Trika System of Kashmir seems to be very old 
and only a few vestiges reminiscent of its predommant 
influence in the past are found lingering in “nie of th . 
families in Kashmir. (Cf. The family f Tikkoo 
The terra Tikkoo is an Apabhrams a of hfU). lira 
system has been pecnliarised by its 

dlcuss . doctrines and practices m ^ 

monism and consequently to emphasise the ditltience 
in its outlook from those of other philosophical 
systems which teach the eternal Saiva faith in the 
aspects of Bhe<h (diversity ) and Bheddbked^i ( diversity- 
in-unity)* 

Divine Authorship of the Tantra. 

Just like other Tantras, Swaechcmda Tanira is 
regarded as an Agama S'dstrn and, hence, t>f superhu- 
man authorship. It takes the form.of a 
between Devi (& Bhairava. Perusal of a ^e^^ intio- 
diiGtory verses leads us to imdeiistai^-ihat tlie F^sent 
Tantra is an abstract of the oiigiual Hiraecfi^da lantra 
which is said to have been a very volumi'uous iantra^ 
consisting of a hundred crore of verses and consequently 
baffling the power of study by men particularly m tho 
Iron Age wherein shortlivedness, penury, and men a 
and moral lassitude prevail. 

Commentary. 

The only commentary now available on tlie 
Bwacehcmd’Tantmm is known by the name ot 


^ 5^4 « 
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Uildyoia'\ That there -were several commentaries 
on the Tantram in question before is evidenced ^ by a 
few allusions confronted with here and there in the 
%'olurne of the book. The first reference that we come 
across on page 4, Patala II of the Swacchanda Tcmtm, 
via., ( 3TTf etc. etc.), clearly convinces 

us about^he existence of another commentary on the 
Tantra without any mention either ol its name or the 
author. Further on, we find the second reference 
( fff etc., leaf 1 19, Ms. B, 
PatTx.) which, in plain terms, gives us the name of 
one of the commentaries anterior to the “ Ud’dyota 
as Vrhat Tiled, at the same time making us acquainted 
with the author’s own name, via., Bhxdlaka Majdnaka, 
No definite information can be had about this author 
of Vrhattika. The same uncertainty is felt about his 
compositions also. The method of interpretation is 
far different from that of the Uddyotd. bev’eral in- 
dications induce us to believe that profane meanings 
were given to the hallowed sentences by the followers 
of the dualistic systems of S'aiva Philosophy, ( Cf. the 
references on pages 75 and 72 of the II Patala). Other 
commentaries, to all intents and purposes, seem to 
have run on the dualistic lines though there is no 
explicit confession made by Ksheniaraja thereabout. 
The commentaries most probably did exist during his 
time, but neither of them is to be had at present.' 

The Author of the Uddyota. 

The author of the commentary, the Uddyota, is 
Kshemaraja as is evident from the fifth verse 
in the beginning of the commentary, which is 
“ The commentary 

explains the moot points in the Tantra in the light of 
pure monism, whicli endeavour , qn the part of the 
1-t- hpliVvf^d. first of its khid and is 


author is, it is believed, first .of its 
tive of the fact that some of the' 


I f ‘i ^ 

Slllii:! 


' ih : 
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were commented upon on the line 
pluralism, the corroboration whereof 
of verses at the end of the comn 
which runs as under:— 

I. teMpT » 


III, ' 

I. ^‘The venerable Swacdmid-Tantra does not 
brook the diialistic interpretation. Its very 
shattered to pieces such a notion, viz,-, the theoi} 

dualism ; for any such theory is opposed to the 
doctrine of ^‘Free-Will”* 

II. People, under the inebriation due to constant 
.imbibing of the dualistic view, do fail to ^rceive the 

Reality in the nature of the free and pure Cmt. 

III. It is, therefore, that the commintary called 
Uddyota {lit. blaze of light), surcharged, as it is, with 
the ambrosia of pure monism, is here undertaken to 
remove the dark notions that hang about as a result ol 
the dualistic interpretations handed down to its. 

Kshemaraja’s Parentage. 

A veil . of mystery hangs over the parentage oi 
Kshemardja. From the 'verses^ the end ol the 

i73<JiTi^?Tr53rT^ 

^ ^fes: 
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INTllODUGTION. 

Vivdi on Htawachioitdniani (No, X of the series of 
this Department), it is manifest that he lived at the 
Vijayes'^mroj, the modern Bijhihdra (in Kashmiri 
Vyajibror )] a town about thirty miles off Srinagar on the 
eastern side, where he, being once requested, or rather 
encouraged by one B'drdditya, son of one Gwndditya, 
commented upon JSfdrdyana Bhatta’s Stawachintdmani. 
1:^0 mention of Sitrddity a, alluded to above has been 
made in the Kashmir Rdjatarangini, which fact 
suggests that he had, presumably, done little or 
thing to attract the notice of the historian Kalhana and 
to place himself far above the masses. 

Date of Kshemafaja. 

One has not to exercise his brain very much in 
grappling with the problem of the time of KsJmmrdja, 
as it will be at once got at by catching hold of the fact 
that he feels proud to share the honour of pupilage to 
Mahamaheswarachaiya AbM'mva Qu'pta, who, as ad- 
mitted on all hands, lived either in the latter half of 
the Xth or in the early part of the Xlth century A. D. 

Kshemaraja’s Style of Commenting. 

Ksliemar^ja-s style of commenting is modelled 
upon that of AbhiTmmJJupta, the voluminous writer 
on the Adwaita B'aivM i^hilosophy. It is philological, 
viVArnits. fi^enerallv nithv but to the point.. Occasion- 
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